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CHINA.— Canton. 

Miss  Croxjch. 

I  HAVE  just  been  talking  to  some  women  who  came  from  the 
hospital  this  morning.  They  have  been  there  for  some  time,  but 
are  now  on  their  way  to  their  home  in  the  country.  My  good 
Bible  woman  goes  to  the  hospital  once  a  week  to  tell  the  glad 
story  of  the  cross  to  the  women  gathered  there.  These  women 
she  brought  home  with  her  this  morning,  as  they  wanted  to  see 
the  school,  and  visit  me,  and  get  some  books  to  carry  home 
with  them.  I  was  very  much  delighted  with  the  interest  they 
manifested  in  having  the  Word  of  God  to  carry  home  and  study 
for  themselves.  Two  of  them  hope  to  come  back  and  enter  the 
Training  School  for  Women.  These  two  could  both  read  quite 
well,  and  I  trust  that  they  will  read  the  precious  word  of  truth 
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woman's  work  for  woman. 


that  they  carry  home.  After  I  had  shown  them  over  oar  hoiLse  and 
through  our  school,  one  of  them  said,  "  Everything  is  so  clean  and 
nice  here,  and  you  all  seem  so  happy,  you  have  no  trouble.  I  am 
sure  heaven  is  like  this,  is  it  not  ?"  Another  woman  said  to  me 
this  morning,  "  Why,  your  very  cat  is  better  than  we  are ;  she 
knows  nothing  but  peace  and  quiet,  while  we  are  full  of  all  kinds 
of  sorrow  and  distress."  It  is  almost  in  vain  that  we  tell  them 
that  trusting  in  the  dear,  loving  Saviour  is  all  that  makes  us  differ 
from  them,  that  if  they  love  and  trust  Him,  their  lives  will  be  just 
as  bright  and  happy ;  it  is  hard  for  them  not  to  think  that  it  is 
some  outward  circumstance  that  makes  us  to  differ.  But  when 
they  are  taught  by  the  Spirit,  they  will  know  from  whence  that 
peace  and  joy  comes. 

My  new  school  is  much  more  prosperous  this  year  than  it  was 
last,  and  bids  fair  to  be  a  large  school.  I  have  now  seventeen 
scholars.  Two  are  girls  of  seventeen  years,  and  one  is  a  bright, 
pretty,  young  married  woman ;  the  others  range  in  age  from  six 
to  fourteen  years,  I  have  the  promise  of  two  more  next  week,  and 
hope  to  have  twenty  scholars  before  many  days.  This  term  I  visit 
it  myself  one  day  in  the  week,  and  when  I  go,  all  the  women  in  the 
street  where  the  school  is  come  out  to  bid  me  welcome.  The 
school  is  about  half  way  down  the  street,  and  by  the  time  I  reach 
it,  the  other  end  of  the  street  seems  full  of  women  bowing  and 
smiling  their  welcome;  many  of  them  bring  their  sewing,  and 
come  in  to  hear  the  lessons  of  their  children,  and  remain  to  the 
meeting  for  prayer  and  instruction  that  follows  the  lessons.  This 
school  is  called  "  Tai  ta;"  "tai"  means  great,  and  "  ta"  means 
region. 

The  dear  training-school  is  my  chosen  work.  Its  great  design 
is  to  train  women  for  teachers  and  Bible  readers,  but  we  often 
take  them  for  a  short  time  when  we  do  not  expect  them  to  become 
such  helpers.  Indeed,  they  are  all  taken  on  trial,  and  if  they  are 
good  students,  and  give  promise  of  making  good  helpers,  we  keep 
them  until  they  are  fitted  for  their  work.  I  have  now  in  the 
school  eight  women,  and  expect  two  or  three  more  next  week.  I 
can  take  only  eleven  in  our  present  building,  and  with  my  present 
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allowance  of  funds.  They  have  a  Chinese  woman  to  teach  them  to 
read  and  write.  I  hear  their  lessons  four  days  in  each  week. 
Those  who  are  being  fitted  for  Bible  women,  study  only  our  Chris- 
tian books,  but  those  who  think  of  teaching,  study  the  Chinese 
classics  also.  Under  the  head  of  Christian  books  are  the  New 
Testament  and  the  Bible  stories  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments, 
Pilgrim's  Progress,  and  our  different  question  books  on  the  doc- 
trines of  salvation,  and  the  Old  and  New  Testaments. 

I  have  a  class  two  mornings  in  the  week,  where  the  members 
take  up  a  part  of  a  chapter  and  explain  it,  or  rather  they  do  the  best 
they  can,  and  then  I  do  the  best  I  can  to  help  them  out  of  their 
difficulties.  They  go  through  the  Gospels  in  regular  order,  taking 
up  each  chapter,  and  in  this  way  they  become  familiar  with  the 
life  of  our  dear  Saviour,  The  women  join  the  girls  of  the 
boarding-school  in  the  chapel  every  morning  for  prayers.  Miss 
Noyes  and  I  meet  with  them  for  morning  prayers,  and  always  con- 
duct the  exercises,  but  in  the  evening  they  have  prayers  alone 
in  their  own  school-rooms.  These  two  schools,  you  know,  are  both 
in  the  same  building;  the  girls  upstairs  and  the  women  below. 
They  all  meet  again  on  Sabbath  and  Tuesday  afternoons  for 
prayer-meeting.  On  Friday  they  have  prayer-meeting  in  their 
separate  school-rooms,  which  they  conduct.  We  give  the  women 
their  food,  but  they  furnish  their  own  clothing.  One  servant  does 
the  cooking  for  both  schools.  Two  women  are  expected  to  occupy 
one  room.  Their  beds  are  the  regular  Chinese  bed,  consisting  of 
two  broad  boards  resting  on  two  little  benches ;  a  bamboo  mat  is 
laid  over  these  boards,  and  with  their  heads  resting  on  a  wooden 
pillow,  with  a  mat  pillow-case.  They  seem  to  sleep  just  as  well  as 
we  do  on  our  softer  beds.  In  winter,  they  have  one  large  covering 
like  our  comfortables ;  but  the  cotton  in  them  has  a  woven  net- 
work over  it  that  keeps  it  in  its  place,  and  the  outside  is  put  on 
and  taken  off  at  pleasure,  just  like  a  pillow-case.  It  makes  it  very 
convenient  for  washing.  In  warm  weather  they  use  the  outer 
covering  alone  and  put  the  cotton  aside.  The  most  of  our  women 
are  widows,  but  a  few  are  women  who  have  never  been  married. 
The  most  of  them  are  from  the  middle  class  in  society.    Many  of 
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them  can  read  and  write  quite  well  when  they  come,  and  then 
they  have  only  to  study  the  Christian  hooks  and  learn  the  way  of 
salvation.  Many  of  them  are  also  deeply  interested  in  it  before 
they  come,  and  only  need  to  learn  the  way  more  perfectly  to 
receive  Christ  as  their  Saviour. 

Aho  is  now  teaching ;  not  in  one  of  our  schools,  but  in  one  of 
the  native  schools.  She  would  not  take  the  school  until  they 
promised  that  no  idols  should  be  worshipped  in  it.  I  trust  she 
will  do  a  good  work  for  the  Master  there.  She  and  her  friend 
Atsni  are  both  in  good  circumstances.  Atsni  is  at  home  now, 
studying  privately.    She  wants  us  to  give  her  a  school  next  year. 

Kwai-ping  is  teaching ;  she  sends  a  woman  to  take  her  place 
in  our  school,  whom  she  has  been  the  means,  I  trust,  of  lead- 
ing to  Christ  Asin  is  still  with  us.  Chin  Shang's  name  means 
morning  life ;  Chin,  meaning  morning,  and  Shang,  life.  She  is 
a  very  dear  little  woman,  and  only  waits  for  her  husband's  per- 
mission to  unite  with  the  church.  She  says  that  she  constantly 
pleads  with  God  for  him,  that  he  too  may  be  made  willing  to  come 
to  Christ.    She  seems  indeed  like  a  very  earnest  Christian. 

Akwai  is  a  very  bright  little  woman  who  came  a  few  days  ago ; 
she  reads  and  writes  quite  well ;  the  name  means  honor  or  esteem. 
I  think  that  she  will  make  a  very  good  scholar.  She  is  a  dear, 
good  woman,  always  trying  to  do  her  duty,  and  she  wants  to  be  a 

teacher.    Mrs.  U  ,  my  Bible  woman,  still  studies  in  the  school 

night  and  morning;  she  is  a  strong  helper,  and  has  led  many 
souls  I  trust,  into  the  narrow  way,  in  the  little  while  that  she  has 
been  working.    Chin  Shang  was  brought  to  Christ  by  her. 


CHINA .— Tungcliow, 

Mrs.  Shaw. 

The  Chinese  all  loved  Mr.  Shaw,  and  prayed  very  earnestly  for 
him.  They  could  not  understand  why  he  should  be  taken.  One 
of  them  said  that  he  thought  the  Heavenly  Father  had  sent  this 
teacher  to  show  them  how  much  a  Christian  could  suffer  and  be 
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patient.  Tho  friends  came  from  a  native  church  to  say  good-bye, 
and  one  after  another  of  the  natives  came  to  the  bedside,  took  his 
cold  hand  as  he  tried  to  move  his  head  for  the  word  he  could  not 
speak,  and  went  out  weeping.  It  is  very  sweet  to  think  that  the 
Master  may  have  blessed  the  short  life  and  peaceful,  happy  going 
home,  as  much  as  a  longer  stay.  ...  I  would  like  to  write  you  how 
the  women  talk  about  dying,  and  how  strange  it  seems  to  them  that 
Mr.  Shaw  was  not  at  all  afraid  to  die.  I  tell  them  that  he  wanted 
me  to  stay  here  and  teach  them  about  the  "  Save  Lord,"  so  that 
they  too  may  fear  nothing.  They  seem  to  think  that  I  am  afraid 
to  stay  here  alone,  and  ask  how  long  before  I  will  go  home. 

.  .  .  The  rain  has  come  in  abundance  during  the  last  few  days, 
but  the  season  is  nearly  over,  and  nothing  but  corn  and  millet  can 
be  raised  now,  while  many  will  suffer  until  these  crops  can  grow. 
Some  of  our  native  Christians  are  eating  millet,  mixed  with  the 
material  we  use  for  whitewash,  a  marble  dust.  One  man  said,  in 
the  hearing  of  Mr.  Mills,  that  he  knew  it  would  not  make  people 
sick.  They  had  been  talking  of  what  could  be  used  for  food,  such 
as  tree  leaves,  etc.,  and  had  said  that  this  would  not  do.  There 
has  been  great  fear  over  all  this  province  that  we  should  have  a 
famine,  and  famine  for  China's  millions  means  rebellion  and  death 
for  thousands  of  poor  creatures.  It  is  sad  to  see  how  they  dread 
it.  A  few  weeks  ago  it  clouded  up,  and  we  thought  it  would  rain, 
but  the  clouds  passed  off,  and  the  next  day  I  heard  that  a  man  on 
the  street  not  far  from  us  had  killed  himself  because  he  was  afraid 
he  would  starve. 

The  women  come  almost  every  day  to  see  me ;  occasionally  one 
who  has  never  before  seen  a  foreign  home.  They  seem  to  enjoy 
the  organ  and  singing,  and  as  they  usually  stay  an  hour  or  more, 
I  can  tell  them  why  we  have  left  our  dear  American  homes  with 
all  they  held.  Oh,  this  story  of  the  cross,  how  wonderful  it  is  ! 
The  more  we  tell  it,  the  more  it  grows  into  our  hearts  as  some- 
thing new  and  sweet.  What  comfort  to  know  that  you  are  praying 
for  us,  you  dear  far-away  sisters ;  we  feel  stronger  every  time  we 
think  of  it. 

Womaii's  Work  has  a  place  very  near  my  heart,  and  many  a 
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time  ita  earnest,  loving  words  bring  tears  to  my  eyes.  The  dear 
Father  be  with  you,  blessing  you  according  to  His  riches  !  What 
wonderful  blessing  that  will  be  ! 


tTAPAN. —  Yokohama. 

Miss  F.  E.  Harshberger. 

At  one  time  this  morning  there  were  three  Japanese  here. 
One,  a  young  man,  who  comes  to  Mrs.  Ballagh  every  other  day  for 
instruction  in  the  Bible ;  another  who  requested  to  be  admitted  to 
the  mission  school,  asking  particularly  if  they  taught  the  Bible. 

A  tradesman  who  was  exhibiting  his  wares,  sat  listening  to  Mrs. 
Ballagh  talking  with  the  young  applicant  for  scholarship,  and  as 
Mrs.  Ballagh  asked  him  to  come  to  prayer-meeting  this  evening, 
she  turned  to  the  merchant  and  said,  "  Are  your  evenings  occu- 
pied ?"  He  replied  that  he  would  not  be  at  home  this  evening, 
and  was  expecting  to  be  away  over  Sabbath.  She  said,  "  You  have 
not  been  to  our  Sunday  service  yet ;  why  do  you  not  come  ?"  He 
said  he  had  so  many  customers  on  the  Sabbath,  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble. Mrs.  Ballagh  sat  down  by  his  side,  and  looking  at  him  very 
earnestly,  said,  "  I  have  told  you  it  is  wrong  to  work  on  the  Sab- 
bath ;  why  do  you  do  it  ?"  "  Because  everybody  does,  and  they 
will  laugh  at  me."  "  But  suppose  you  should  be  told  that  if  you  do 
a  certain  thing  you  will  be  shut  up  in  prison,  and  if  you  did  not  do 
it  others  would  laugh,  would  you  rather  be  put  in  prison  than  be 
laughed  at  ?"  "  No,  I  would  not,  I  see,  but  I  must  work  on 
Sabbath."  Mrs.  Ballagh  then  said,  "If  you  work  on  Sabbath, 
get  to  be  very  rich,  some  day  you  will  die,  what  will  you  do  with 
all  you  have  ?  can  you  take  it  with  you  ?"  "  No,  I  cannot ;  I  will 
then  be  very  poor.  Oh,  I  must  not  work  on  the  Sabbath  !"  She 
again  warned  him,  saying,  "  I  have  often  told  you  what  you  must 
do  to  inherit  the  beautiful  home,  and  be  one  of  those  who  walk 
the  streets  of  gold.  Take  care,  take  care  !"  The  last  "  take  care" 
she  said  in  Japanese,  and  it  seemed  to  make  her  words  all  the 
more  impressive.    The  conversation  was  carried  on  in  English. 
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Just  then  another  young  man  came  in  for  instruction,  and  thus  her 
morning  has  gone,  bearing  with  it  the  precious  seed  she  has  sown. 

It  is  one  of  my  great  blessings  that  our  kind  Heavenly  Father 
directed  my  steps  hither,  and  that  my  resting-place  should  he  with 
those  who  have  strengthened  me  in  the  Lord.  Pray  that  I  may 
be  strengthened  in  body  and  soul.  I  shall  ever  remember  that  in 
the  dear  home  land  many  are  praying  for  us.  If  it  is  God's  will, 
I  should  so  much  like  to  have  an  unmarried  lady  and  a  gentleman 
and  wife  in  Ningpo.  I  am  asking  it  of  the  Lord.  I  think  they 
will  be  sent. 

May  the  Lord  bless  you  in  your  labors,  and  give  you  strength 
and  wisdom ! 


INDIA.— Futtehgurh. 

I  THINK  you  have  a  right  to  know  the  dark  side  of  our  life  here 
as  well  as  the  bright,  and  to  share  the  burden  with  us,  that 
you  may  work  intelligently.  Mission  work,  as  I  have  found  it, 
is  not  romantic  labor,  by  any  means,  but  it  is  exceedingly  earnest. 
I  do  not  know  where  ordinary  common  sense  is  so  much  required 
as  it  is  here. 

There  are  some  girls  in  the  orphanage  who  will  fill  good  posi- 
tions with  credit,  if  they  get  an  opportunity,  but  their  talents  may 
be  of  little  use.  This  early,  indiscriminate  marrying  often  brings 
sad  consequences.  A  village  woman,  who  was  lately  married, 
being  a  fine  scholar,  and  really  capable,  I  thought  would  be  just 
the  one  for  Bible  woman  at  Miss  Seward's  dispensary  at  Allaha- 
bad. She  was  rejoiced  when  I  spoke  to  her  of  it,  as  was  her 
mother-in-law,  but  alas  for  the  stupid  lad,  her  husband  !  He  is  a 
good-for-nothing  fellow,  and  declined,  because  he  thought  he  would 
have  to  work  there,  and  would  be  separated  from  his  companions. 
He  is  almost  starving  here.  It  makes  me  very  sorry  to  see  girls 
capable  of  becoming  an  honor  to  our  mission  kept  down  and  thrust 
out  from  self  respect  by  husbands  so  unworthy  of  them.  I  some- 
times think  that  I  will  never  allow  a  girl  to  marry  a  man  whom  I 
cannot  heartily  approve ;  but  what  can  I  do  ?    To  reach  twenty 
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unmarried,  is  to  stamp  them  as  unsafe  characters,  which  is  utterly 
intolerable. 

Muradin  marries  a  man  in  humble  life,  an  iron  worker,  and  I 
think  he  is  a  Christian.  She  is  a  good  girl,  and  will  make  a 
good  wife.  I  wanted  to  get  her  a  few  nice  things  besides  the 
necessary  ones  which  the  mission  provides,  so  we  bought  materials, 
and  are  making  some  pretty  things  to  sell  at  the  station,  such  as 
stockings,  breakfast  shawls,  cushions,  &c.  It  gives  the  girls  a 
chance  to  learn  which  they  would  not  otherwise  have.  A  number 
of  ladies  have  spoken  for  work  from  us.  The  girls  come  into  the 
house  after  school,  and  often  do  not  leave  till  after  five  in  the  even- 
ing. Sometimes  we  read  aloud,  sometimes  sing,  and  sometimes  we 
are  very  quiet.  When  it  is  very  hot,  we  nearly  all  go  to  sleep  for 
an  hour  over  our  work. 


INI>IA .  —Lahore, 

Miss  Thiedi. 

.  .  .  To-BAT  I  found  three  nice  beggar  girls  in  the  bazaar,  and 
took  them  with  me  to  school.  They  had  never  heard  anything  of 
Jesus.  Oh,  how  they  listened  to  our  songs,  and  how  they  drank 
in  every  word  from  my  lips,  when  I  told  the  story  of  Jairus' 
daughter,  and  the  sick  woman  who  was  healed  on  the  way.  One 
of  the  children  repeated  slowly  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  all  to 
herself.  They  stayed  a  long  while,  but  suddenly  one  remembered 
that  they  had  to  go,  for  they  lived  very  far  from  the  school,  and 
their  parents  would  expect  them  to  bring  some  money.  We 
invited  them  to  come  every  day. 

The  number  of  our  zenanas  has  lately  increased,  and  though  we 

have  given  up  to  Miss  W  seven  Bengali  zenanas,  we  have 

now  as  many  again  as  we  had  before.  Some  of  our  scholars  begin 
to  read  nicely,  but  they  do  not  like  to  trouble  themselves  with 
writing.  I  went  to-day  to  the  house  of  a  native  prince.  The 
ladies  welcomed  me  with  joy.  Three  daughters  are  learning,  and 
came  at  once  with  their  books  and  needlework.  The  mother 
offered  me  some        which  I  refused,  so  she  prepared  some  lemon- 
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ade,  which  was  very  refreshing.  When  I  told  them  a  Bible  story, 
they  laid  aside  their  work  and  listened  attentively.  In  the  next 
zenana,  I  found  my  scholar,  a  doctor's  wife,  very  busy,  for  many 
guests  had  come  in  on  their  way  to  Peshawur,  and  she  had  to  cook 
for  them.  But  she  invited  me  to  sit  down  and  tell  her  the  word 
of  God.    All  listened  attentively.    Please  pray  for  us. 


INDIA.— Saharanpur. 
Rev.  W.  Calderwood. 
We  have  had  several  girls'  schools  at  this  station  for  a  dozen 
years  past,  and  Mrs.  Calderwood  and  I  have  talked  almost  daily 
about  them,  and  yet  until  a  few  days  ago,  I  never  saw  a  single 
scholar  in  one  of  them.  Now  I  have  been  able  to  make  a  sort  of 
inspection  of  the  school,  although,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  there 
is  still  something  "  behind  the  curtain."  I  was  surprised  when 
Mrs.  Calderwood  told  me  that  the  Mohammedan  teacher  of  one 
school  thought  that  I  might  visit  the  school  without  breaking  it 
up,  and  accordingly  went.  On  reaching  the  door  of  the  court,  we 
heard  a  good  deal  of  bustling  and  excitement  within,  and  when  we 
entered,  all  the  girls  over  nine  or  ten  years  of  age  had  fled  from 
the  large  verandah  in  which  the  school  is  held  into  a  room  just  be- 
hind it.  All  was  as  silent  as  the  grave.  The  young  Indian  ladies 
were  getting  a  nearer  sight  of  a  real  living  white  man  than  they 
had  ever  before  expected.  A  score  of  eyes  were  peeping  at  me 
through  crevices  and  openings  of  the  three  doors  of  their  hiding- 
place. 

After  a  while  the  smallest  of  the  girls  on  the  verandah  were  in- 
duced to  open  their  mouths  and  pronounce  some  of  the  letters  of 
the  Hindustani  alphabet.  Then  the  larger  ones  within,  under  the 
instruction  of  the  Mohammedan  teacher  (who  was  hiding  with 
them),  began  to  read  portions  of  Scripture,  &c.,  so  that  I  could 
hear  them  through  the  door.  To  my  dictation,  they  wrote  a  little 
on  their  native  wooden  slates,  and  performed  some  problems  in 
arithmetic,  passing  their  slates  through  the  door  for  my  inspection. 
These  slates  are  boards  about  as  large  as  those  in  use  in  the  Ame- 
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rican  schools.  Every  time  they  are  used  they  must  be  rubbed 
over  with  white  chalk  mixed  in  water.  When  this  is  dry,  they 
can  be  written  on  with  a  native  ink  and  bamboo  pen.  The  writing 
can  readily  be  washed  off. 

For  twenty  years  I  have  heard  of  the  ignorance  and  superstition 
of  the  zenana  women.  It  was,  therefore,  a  real  gratification  to 
hear  in  one  school  nearly  half  a  hundred  of  those  who,  in  a  few 
years,  will  be  at  the  head  of  as  many  zenanas,  answering  questions 
which  comprised  a  tolerably  full  statement  of  Christian  doctrine, 
and  repeating,  apparently  with  delight,  beautiful  hymns  in  praise 
of  the  only  true  Saviour.  Less  than  a  score  of  years  ago  the  gos- 
pel was  shut  out  from  all  these  girls,  who  now  gladly  collect  to  read 
and  learn  it. 

May  we  not  truly  feel  that  the  Lord  "  hath  done  great  things 
for  us,  whereof  we  are  glad  ?" 


NOBTM  AlktERICAN  INDIANS.— Versailles,  N.  T. 
Mrs.  Asher  "Wright. 

On  the  12th  of  July,  the  house  for  my  industrial  school  was  for- 
mally opened.  A  large  number  of  the  Christian  Indians  were 
present  to  participate  in  the  exercises,  and  a  goodly  number  of  those 
who  have  hitherto  opposed  the  work.  Rev.  Mr.  Burgess,  of  Silver 
Creek,  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer.  We  had  a  variety  of 
music;  the  Seneca  brass  band  gave  us  some  of  their  best.  A 
Seneca  hymn,  a  translation  of  "  Oh,  that  will  be  joyful,"  was  sung 
by  the  Christian  Indians;  a  class  from  the  orphan  asylum  sang, 
"  There's  a  better  day  coming,"  and  a  company  of  young  people 
sang  an  English  piece. 

The  music  was  interspersed  with  addresses  both  in  Seneca  and 
English,  all  of  which  aimed  at  encouraging  the  people  to  make  pro- 
gress in  everything  tending  to  elevate  them  intellectually,  physi- 
cally and  spiritually.  Mr.  Daniel  Sherman,  agent  for  the  New  York 
Indians,  was  present,  and  made  a  stirring  speech.  Mr.  Silverheels, 
the  interpreter  for  the  mission,  spoke  to  the  people  in  Seneca,  and 
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contrasted,  in  a  pleasant  way,  their  present  condition  with  what  it 
was  thirty  years  ago.  He  described  their  dress,  mode  of  life,  farm- 
ing and  housekeeping  when  he  was  a  boy,  and  said  that  as  they 
had  made  such  wonderful  changes  for  the  better  in  these  respects, 
he  thought  they  ought  to  go  forward  and  adopt  the  religion  of  the 
gospel.  He  believed  that  they  would  find  it  infinitely  better  than 
their  old  religion. 

One  pagan  man,  who  had  offered  a  site  for  the  industrial  school- 
house,  spoke  with  much  decision.  He  said  that  he  had  been  very 
much  abused  and  persecuted  by  his  pagan  friends  for  what  he  had 
done,  but  he  was  not  sorry,  for  he  felt  that  he  had  done  right.  He 
had  a  desire  to  see  his  people  improve,  and  thought  there  was  hope, 
especially  for  the  children  and  youth.  This  man,  with  two  others, 
not  Christians,  have  been  very  friendly  to  us,  and  have  borne  much 
reproach  and  contempt  for  it.  They  have  helped  me  much  all 
through  the  struggle  we  have  had  to  build  the  new  house.  The 
whole  settlement  to  which  they  belong  is,  in  one  sense,  a  kind  of 
community.  They  help  each  other  in  their  work,  going  in  great 
numbers  from  one  field  to  another,  doing  any  work  which  needs  to 
be  done.  Very  few  have  teams,  so  the  poor  are  dependent  on  the 
good  will  of  the  whole  community.  One  of  these  men  had  no  help 
this  summer  in  his  farm  work  on  account  of  the  stand  he  has 
taken. 

One  of  the  opposers  arose  and  said  that  he  wished  it  understood 
that  he  and  his  party  would  not  accept  the  house.  No  reply  was 
made  to  this.  A  picnic  supper  had  been  prepared  in  a  grove  near 
by,  for  which  some  kind  friends  from  the  neighboring  white  settle- 
ments had  contributed,  as  well  as  the  Christian  Indians  and  the 
missionaries.  The  band  formed  in  front  of  the  building  and  in- 
vited all  to  march  in  procession  to  the  tables,  which  they  did  to 
the  sound  of  the  music,  and  seemed  delighted.  All  passsed  off 
very  pleasantly,  and  we  hope  that  a  good  impression  was  made  on 
all  present. 

I  feel  that  the  work  in  this  dark  place  is  but  just  begun.  The 
hearts  of  opposers  appear  to  be  softened  in  some  degree.  Oh,  for 
the  subduing  grace  of  God  !    Oh,  that  the  scales  might  fall  from 
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their  eyes,  that  they  might  see  their  sins  and  their  need  of  Christ ! 
For  this,  dear  Christian  friends,  I  beseech  yoM  prai/. 

I  have  had  several  kind  offers  of  pictures  and  papers  and  cards 
for  my  Sabbath-school,  which  I  began  last  Sabbath  with  some 
cheering  signs. 

BRAZIL.— Sorocaba. 

Donna  Palmyra  C.  Leite. 

Seven  miles,  more  or  less,  from  this  city,  towers  np  majestically 
a  huge  mountain  of  iron.  At  its  foot,  the  Government  has  an  im- 
portant manufacturing  establishment,  called  Saint  John  of  Ypa- 
nema,  where  they  work  with  considerable  perfection  in  iron,  wood, 
and  other  materials.  It  is  quite  a  village,  with  nice-looking 
brick  houses,  forming  several  streets,  containing  a  population  of 
about  four  hundred  persons  of  various  nationalities, — Germans, 
Italians,  Swedes,  Danes  and  Brazilians.  By  the  side  of  a  beauti- 
ful lake,  which  furnishes  water  power  for  the  establishment,  is  the 
house  of  Dr.  J.  de  Souza  Mursa,  the  director,  a  very  well-educated 
and  agreeable  Brazilian,  married  to  an  intelligent  German  lady, 
Protestant  by  birth  and  education.  Both  favor  greatly  the  preach- 
ing of  the  gospel,  and  my  husband  has  taken  advantage  of  this 
amiable  tendency,  preaching  there  a  number  of  times  to  very  en- 
couraging congregations,  and  already  the  doctrines  of  J esus  are 
beginning  to  produce  good  results.  It  is  the  custom  in  this 
country  to  go  about  collecting  money  towards  the  different  reli- 
gious celebrations,  and  when  one  of  these  celebrations  is  dedicated 
to  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  collectors  carry  with  them  a  silk  flag, 
nearly  always  dark  crimson  in  color,  called  the  "  Banner  of  the 
Holy  Spirit."  On  the  extremity  of  the  staff  is  generally  a  silver 
dove,  which  the  devout  kiss  with  great  reverence.  Not  long  since, 
one  of  these  banners  was  carried  through  the  village  of  which  I 
speak,  going  from  door  to  door,  without  any  one  kissing  it,  or 
giving  a  cent,  and  the  bearer  of  it  became  horrified  when  one  of 
the  inhabitants  ^aid  to  him,  "  We  don't  believe  in  that  thing  any 
more." 
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THE  SAINT. 

About  two  months  ago,  we  were  in  tlie  house  of  Dr.  Mursa,  who 
took  us  to  a  place  called  the  "  Holy  Rock,"  where  lived  many 
years  ago  a  man  called  a  saint  by  the  people  of  the  neighborhood. 
It  is  really  a  poetic  spot.  Beneath  a  natural  vault  of  rocks, 
among  leafy  trees,  and  beside  a  limpid  fountain,  was  the  domicil 
of  the  anchorite.  This  poor  man  lived  here  surrounded  by  fierce 
wild  beasts,  such  as  the  tiger  (onga),  without  having  any  place  in 
which  to  protect  himself  completely  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  and  without  any  means  of  subsistence.  He  lived  entirely 
on  the  charity  of  the  public.  During  the  day  he  begged  in  the 
neighborhood  what  was  necessary  for  his  sustenance,  and  his  de- 
voted followers  gave  him  clothes.  He  never  accepted  money  for 
his  necessities.  On  Sundays  the  people  went  up  to  his  retreat  to 
listen  to  his  explications  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  At  last  the  "  saint"  went  away,  and  to  commemorate 
his  residence  there,  they  erected  a  cross  near  the  rock  under  which 
he  lived,  and  by  the  side  of  the  cross  placed  a  box  to  receive  the 
alms  of  the  faithful  for  religious  purposes.  Every  once  in  a  while 
Dr.  Mursa  sends  to  get  the  money  thus  contributed,  and  when  we 
were  there  he  did  the  same,  but  what  was  his  surprise,  when,  upon 
opening  the  box  this  time,  he  found  it  absolutely  empty !  Turning 
to  us  with  great  satisfaction,  he  remarked,  "  They  have  lost  their 
faith." 

The  fountain,  cross,  leaves  of  the  nearest  trees,  and  fragments 
of  the  clothes  which  had  been  used  by  the  "  saint,"  were  all  ob- 
jects of  great  superstition  among  the  people.  They  came  from 
great  distances  to  get  water  from  the  fountain  as  a  remedy  for 
various  infirmities,  and  the  cross  is  all  hacked  and  gashed  from  the 
many  pieces  cut  from  it  and  used  as  charms  against  evil  spirits. 
They  say  that  the  rags  from  his  clothing  are  a  sure  cure  for 
various  sorts  of  pains.  In  fact  there  reigned  among  this  people 
the  greatest  ignorance  and  superstition.  To-day,  happily,  all  this 
is  being  done  away  with,  and  in  place  of  fanaticism  and  supersti- 
tion, is  being  erected  the  grand  edifice  of  true  Christianity, — the 
gospel  is  being  preached. 
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THE  BISHOP  OF  SAN  PAULO. 
One  beautiful  morning  I  noticed  that  the  street  in  which  we 
live  was  all  adorned  with  greens,  garlands  and  flags.  Inquiring 
the  reason,  I  learned  that  the  Bishop  of  San  Paulo  was  expected. 
It  seemed,  however,  that  the  "  Star-King"  was  ashamed  to  shine 
upon  a  picture  so  little  in  harmony  with  the  humility  of  Jesus,  for 
he  hid  himself  behind  dense  clouds,  which  afterwards  poured  out 
a  copious  shower,  in  this  way  destroying  the  magnificence  of  the 
reception.  The  tempest  subsided,  and  having  replaced  as  well  as 
they  could  what  had  been  disarranged  by  the  shower,  the  people 
began  to  flock  to  the  railroad  station  to  see  his  "  Most  Reverend 
Excellency."  Finally  many  rockets  ascended,  and  the  people  awaited 
with  open  mouth  the  man,  who  in  a  little  time  showed  himself, 
accompanied  by  many  persons  of  the  city.  He  was  received  with 
bands  of  music,  and  the  vicar  ofiered  him  a  rich  and  sumptuous 
dinner. 

On  the  following  day,  the  bishop  commenced  administering  the 
sacrament  of  "  Holy  Chrism,"  or  confirmation.  The  assemblage 
was  immense,  persons  coming  from  ten  and  fifteen  miles  in  every 
direction  to  be  confirmed.  It  was,  indeed,  a  pitiable  sight;  so 
many  thousands  of  fellow-creatures  absolutely  ignorant  of  the  sal- 
vation of  Jesus  !  The  bishop  himself  was  so  annoyed  with  this 
ever-increasing  flood  of  people,  and  with  the  ceremony  of  kissing 
his  ring,  that  on  one  occasion  he  reproved  the  people  who  were 
crowding  around  him,  saying  that  they  sufi'ocated  him.  He 
preached  several  sermons,  in  which  he  explained,  after  his  own 
fashion,  the  doctrines  of  confirmation,  endeavored  to  prove  the 
dogmas  of  his  church,  and  anathematized  the  Protestants,  counsel- 
ling his  hearers  not  to  read  any  book  or  tract  of  that  "  excommu- 
nicated sect,"  especially  the  tract  which  had  for  its  object  to  com- 
bat the  doctrine  of  purgatory.  The  people  appeared  perfectly 
fanaticized,  so  much  so,  that  one  woman,  in  an  excess  of  devotion, 
kissed  the  chair  on  which  the  bishop  had  been  sitting !  The 
bishop  also  on  his  part  did  not  neglect  the  opportunity,  but  scat- 
tered among  the  people  a  tract  called  "  Protestantism  in  Miniature," 
which  defames  in  a  most  horrid  and  vile  manner  the  reputation  of 
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all  the  Reformers ;  saying,  for  instance,  that  Luther  lived  a  licen- 
tious life,  was  a  corrupt  character,  and  lived  in  compact  with  the 
devil. 

THE  CHURCH  AT  SOROCABA. 
Our  church  here,  outside  of  our  own  family,  numbers  already  sixty- 
one  souls,  there  being  thirty-three  professed  members  of  the  church 
and  twenty-eight  baptized  children  and  babes.  We  hope  that  at 
the  next  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper  four  more  persons,  who 
are  preparing  themselves,  will  be  received  on  profession  of  their 
faith.  At  present  the  meetings  are  held  on  the  Sabbath  in  our 
dining-room,  which  is  overflowed,  and,  for  evident  reasons,  unsuit- 
able for  the  solemn  acts  of  religion.  There  is  no  doubt  that  if  we 
had  a  separate  and  proper  place  to  receive  those  who  desire  to  hear 
the  good  news  of  salvation,  many  more  would  be  attracted  to  our 
services,  even  though  only  influenced  by  curiosity. 

Do  not  forget  to  pray  for  us.  Be  persevering  and  diligent  in 
the  Lord's  work,  that  we  may  not  be  without  reward,  for  faith- 
ful is  lie  who  hath  called  us. 


BRAZIL.— Bio  Claro. 

Miss  Ella  Kuhl. 
Our  school  building  is  situated  on  the  corner  of  St.  John  and 
Seventh  of  September  streets.  A  part  of  the  front  is  occupied  as 
a  book  store.  We  have  no  church,  and  are  obliged  to  use  our 
school-room  for  religious  services.  The  lot  fronts  on  St  John 
street  and  extends  to  Commerce  street.  We  would  like  very  much 
to  own  a  part  of  the  one  adjoining,  fronting  on  St.  John  street,  for 
our  future  church.  In  the  rear  of  the  building  there  is  a  small 
yard  and  a  nice  garden ;  in  the  latter,  the  torrid  and  the  temperate 
zones  are  both  represented,  for  side  by  side  are  growing  potatoes, 
cabbages,  onions,  mandioc,  shushu,  grapes,  bananas,  figs  and 
oranges. 

We  know  there  are  many  in  the  dear  home  land  who  have 
an  interest  in  this  mission  property,  and  who  are  praying  that  it 
may  be  a  blessing  to  the  city  and  community.    The  very  tiles  in 
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the  roof  of  the  building  are  dear  to  us  when  we  reflect  that  the 
gifts  of  those  over  the  seaa  have  in  them  assumed  a  tangible  form. 

Our  school,  during  the  past  year,  has  had  its  trials  and  triumphs. 
Sometimes  the  current  has  been  strong  against  us,  and  some  of  our 
pupils  have  left  us  and  gone  to  Catholic  schools;  after  a  short 
time  some  have  gladly  returned ;  and  we  still  have  the  largest  school 
in  the  city.  Pupils  generally  leave  at  an  earlier  age  than  in  the 
States.  One  diflBculty  is  a  want  of  good  school  books,  but 
translations  are  being  made.  Our  aim  is  to  teach  the  children  all 
of  the  Bible  that  we  can  while  they  are  with  us ;  then  if  they  are 
deprived  of  it  by  priests  or  parents,  they  will  have  it  in  memory. 
The  Word  of  God  has  been  introduced  into  many  Rio  Claro  homes 
by  the  school-children,  and  we  think  there  are  many  Romanists 
reading  it.  The  children,  on  an  average,  are  intelligent  and  make 
good  progress.  We  have  several  very  promising  pupils  of  both 
sexes.  There  is  a  boy  who  comes  to  the  house  twice  a  week  for 
lessons,  in  whom  we  are  very  much  interested.  It  is  Belermino, 
who  some  months  ago  was  disowned  by  his  family  for  reading  the 
Bible  and  attending  Protestant  service.  He  has  since  been  in  the 
family  of  Senhor  Salvador,  one  of  the  believers,  who  lives  about 
twelve  miles  from  the  city.  Belermino  has  been  teaching  the  family, 
and  on  Sabbath  when  they  cannot  come  to  church,  they  have  ser- 
vices at  home,  and  he  is  the  Bible  reader.  He  is  about  sixteen,  and 
has  recently  professed  his  faith  in  Christ.  We  wish  that  he  could 
have  better  advantages,  for  we  trust  that  he  will  be  a  worker  in  the 
vineyard.  Senhor  Manezes,  one  of  the  theological  students,  is  now 
teaching  in  our  school.  He  is  an  earnest  Christian  worker,  and 
often  preaches  in  the  villages,  assisting  Mr.  Da  Gama  very  much 
in  his  work. 

We  have  much  superstition  and  error  to  contend  with,  many 
deeply-rooted  prejudices  to  overcome,  but  "  The  people  that  walked 
in  darkness  have  seen  a  great  light ;  they  that  dwell  in  the  land  of 
the  shadow  of  death,  upon  them  hath  the  light  shined."  Pray 
that  its  rays  may  extend  far  and  wide,  that  from  this  school  may 
go  forth  many  to  tell  the  story  of  Jesus'  love,  that  thus  your  labor 
and  ours  may  not  bo  in  vain  iu  the  Lord. 
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rBESBTTERIAL  SOCIETIES. 

HINTS  AND  HELPS. 

The  appointment  of  corresponding  members  in  the  early  history 
of  this  Society,  charged  with  the  duty  of  forming  and  overlooking 
auxiliaries  in  the  different  States  which  they  represented,  failed 
fully  to  accomplish  what  was  desired.  The  plan  was  subsequently 
tried,  and  with  much  better  success,  of  forming  Presbyterial 
Societies.  These,  as  the  name  implies,  were  founded  on  the  system- 
atic grouping  of  churches  into  Presbyteries.  We  presume  that 
our  readers  are  good  Presbyterians  enough  to  imderstand  the  rela- 
tion of  Presbyteries  to  Synod,  &c.  A  Presbyterial  Society  is  often 
organized  in  connection  with  a  meeting  of  Presbytery,  although 
the  organization  may  be  effected  at  any  time  when  the  women  of 
the  churches  within  its  limits  can  be  gathered  for  the  purpose.  A 
few  earnest,  energetic,  persevering  women  in  a  Presbytery  can 
accomplish  this,  if  they  will  act  systematically,  fearlessly,  and 
wisely.  They  will  meet  opposition,  prejudice,  and,  worse  than  all, 
indifference,  in  all  probability ;  but  if,  prepared  for  these  difficulties 
and  strong  in  their  purpose,  and  in  the  Lord  who  has  inspired  it, 
and  will  strengthen  them  to  fulfill  it,  they  are  determined  to  conquer 
obstacles  and  possess  this  land  for  the  Master  and  His  work,  they 
will  succeed.  "  The  wisdom  of  the  serpent  and  the  harmlessness  of 
the  dove"  will  be  needed,  and  with  them  they  can  overcome 
opposers,  disarm  prejudices,  and  arouse  the  indifferent  ones  to 
interested  action. 

As  a  means  of  assisting  those  who  wish  to  form  societies,  and 
also  to  answer  questions  which  often  arise  in  the  minds  of  persons  who 
desire  light  on  the  subject,  we  give  below  some  hints  supplied  by  one 
who  is  familiar  with  the  working  of  such  a  society  under  her  care. 

I^irst.  Why  organize  a  Presbyterial  Society  ?  In  order  that 
there  may  be  a  general  oversight  of  societies  already  organized, 
and  that  others  may  be  organized  if  possible  in  every  church 
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within  said  Presbytery.  The  Presbyterial  Society  is  a  necessity,  if 
the  ■work  of  thorough  organization  is  to  be  effected.  Under  _the 
spur  of  a  temporary  excitement,  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  get  up  a 
missionary  society,  but  when  that  excitement  subsides,  the  society 
too  often  subsides  with  it ;  that  is,  the  earnestness — the  engaged- 
ness — having  but  a  name. 

Second.  Of  what  elements  is  the  Presbyterial  Society  to  be 
formed  ?  Of  the  officers  of  each  auxiliary  society  (ex-offi,cio)^  and 
others  who  may  be  received  to  membership  by  the  payment  of  one 
dollar  annually  (Constitution,  Art.  3d.). 

Third.  Where  is  the  superintending,  arranging  power  ?  It  is 
vested  in  an  executive  committee,  composed  of  t'\ie  presidents  of 
the  auxiliary  societies  and  the  officers  of  the  Presbyterial  Society 
(see  Articles  4th  and  7th  of  the  Constitution). 

Fourth.  What  is  the  duty  of  local  societies  in  relation  to  the 
Presbyterial  Society  ?  Direct  and  special ;  suggestions  from  local 
societies  will  be  carried  up  by  the  presidents  of  such  societies  to 
the  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  of  which  each  president  is 
a  member ;  encouragements  and  discouragements  presented ;  modes 
of  work  stated;  divisions  of  committee  into  sub-committees 
charged  with  oversight  of  special  societies ;  and  here,  perhaps,  it 
will  be  well  to  propose  the  division  of  the  churches  in  each 
Presbytery,  giving  to  each  sub-committee  the  oversight  of  a 
certain  number,  say  five  churches,  more  or  less,  to  each  sub- 
committee ;  making  it  the  duty  to  organize  where  no  organization 
exists,  and  also  to  overlook  and  aid  where  societies  are  already 
formed. 

Fifth.  How  will  union  with  the  Presbyterial  Society  advance 
the  cause  of  missions  ?  By  gathering  at  the  quarterly  meetings ; 
by  the  interchange  of  missionary  letters  and  other  information  ;  by 
listening  to  the  tidings  from  abroad  from  our  returned  mission- 
aries; by  the  consciousness  that  we  are  one, — a  Presbyterian 
household;  not  isolated,  but  each  interested  in  the  other,  striving 
together  to  lift  up  poor  degraded  woman.  The  very  fact  that  the 
women  of  our  entire  Presbytery  are  banded  together  for  this  pur- 
pose would  alone  advance  the  cause  of  missions. 
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Sixth.  What  special  advantage  would  arise  to  local  societies  so 
far  from  the  centre  of  operations  that  they  could  seldom  attend 
the  quarterly  meetings  ?  The  quarterly  meetings  are  not  necessa- 
rily confined  to  one  city  or  town,  but  can  be  appointed  by  the 
executive  committee  at  any  place  within  the  bounds  of  the  Pres- 
bytery, from  which  an  invitation  may  be  sent.  Also,  previous  to 
monthly  meetings  of  local  societies,  missionary  letters  and  other 
information  would  be  sent  on  application  to  the  president  or  secre- 
tary of  the  Presbyterial  Society,  thus  adding  interest  to  their 
monthly  meetings.  Another  great  object  to  be  attained,  is  the 
sympathy,  the  tenderness,  the  family  feeling  (if  it  may  be  so 
called)  which  ought  to  exist  in  our  Presbyterian  household.  How 
cold  we  are  !  how  little  our  churches  know  of  each  other !  Then 
the  talents  which  the  Master  has  committed  to  us — here  is  a  field 
for  their  employment.  There  is  not  a  church  in  any  Presbytery, 
it  is  believed,  that  has  not  one  or  more  who  could  prepare  an 
article  of  interest  for  a  monthly  meeting.  What  account  will  be 
rendered  for  these  talents  "  wrapped  in  a  napkin  ?"  Our  work  is 
not  done  when  we  have  raised  a  few  hundred  dollars.  No;  we 
have  powers  that  will  tell  on  the  interests  of  missions.  If  every 
chirrch  would  enter  into  the  spirit  of  this  effort,  we  should  have  a 
new  state  of  things  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

There  are  now  about  thirty  Presbyterial  Societies  connected  with 
the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  and  the.  effect  which 
these  organizations  have  had  upon  the  work  at  home  is  so  marked 
and  encouraging,  that  it  leads  to  the  earnest  desire  to  see  them 
multiplied,  until  every  Presbytery  in  the  land  has  its  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Presbyterial  Society  in  good  working  order. 

Constitutions  for  these  societies  and  suggestions  as  to  meetings 
of  these  and  other  auxiliaries  can  be  had  on  application  to  Miss 
J.  C.  Thompson,  1334  Chestnut  street,  Philadelphia. 


From  the  list  of  Mission  Fields  on  the  second  page  of  the  cover 
of  Woman's  Work,  it  will  be  seen  that  Papal  Europe  is  to  claim 
the  special  consideration  of  the  Church  this  month. 
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«  WITHOUT  THE  GATE.'' 

BY  J.  C.  T. 

"Wherefore  Jesus  also,  that  he  might  sanctify  the  people  with  His  own  blood,  suffered 
without  tht  gatey 

There  were  homes  where  hearts  were  stirred,  and  the  song  of  mirth 
was  heard, 

In  the  old  Jerusalem,  with  its  pride  and  Jewish  state ; 
And  the  temple-courts  were  trod  by  the  men  of  priestly  blood, — 
While  the  spotless  Lamb  of  God  had  been  thrust  without  the  gate  1 

Ah,  the  world  in  all  its  guilt,  had  no  fane  untainted  built. 

Where  the  Christ  might  deign  to  bleed  for  His  people  consecrate  I 

On  the  lonely  mountain  air  rose  His  agonizing  prayer. 

And  our  weight  of  sin  He  bare  on  the  cross  without  the  gate  ! 

More  than  royal  were  the  band  that  had  loved  His  least  command, 
Though  they  saw  no  gleam  of  joy  through  their  tears  and  low  estate. 

Only  these  to  stand  beside  the  drear  spot  where  Jesus  died. 
And  to  hear  the  world  deride,  in  its  scorn,  without  the  gate  ! 

Ah,  for  these  what  glorious  morn,  from  the  thickest  gloom  was  born, 
When  the  Lord  had  left  the  place  where  attending  angels  sate  I 

Were  there  ever  hearts  so  thrilled,  and  with  peace  so  overfilled, 
As  when  He  their  griefs  had  stilled,  at  the  tomb  without  the  gate? 

Blessed  Master,  we  would  tread  in  the  path  where  Thou  hast  led 
From  the  world  of  sin  apart ;  ever  near  Thee  let  us  wait, — 

Girded  for  Thine  each  behest,  bringing  Thee  our  oft  request. 
Till  we  reach  the  blissful  rest  Thou'st  prepared  within  the  gale  1 


ALONE-TET  NOT  ALONE. 

It  seems  not  very  long  since  one  of  our  beloved  missionaries  at 
Tungchow,  Mrs.  Capp,  needed  our  prayerful  sympathy  because 
of  her  great  sorrow  in  the  death  of  her  husband  on  their  way  home. 
And  now  another  of  the  same  band,  Mrs.  Shaw,  is  written  a  widow 
by  the  hand  which  we  know  is  most  loving,  while  chastening. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw,  as  our  readers  will  remember,  had  not  been 
in  China  long,  but  they  had  begun  their  work  with  unusual  promise 
of  success  in  it.  To  us  it  seems  strange  that  this  servant  of  the 
Lord,  just  equipped  for  His  service,  eager  and  warm  in  his  love  for 
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it  and  for  his  Master,  with,  what  seemed  likely  to  bo  a  long  life  of 
devotion  to  it,  should  so  early  have  been  called  to  lay  down  his 
armor  and  enter  into  rest.  He  would  not  have  chosen  it,  nor 
should  we.  Yet  read  the  account  of  his  last  days  in  another  part 
of  this  magazine,  and  see  how  his  will  was  lost  in  that  of  his  Lord. 
Then  think  of  his  young  wife  and  her  little  daughter  left  alone  in 
that  Chinese  city,  far  from  friends  and  kindred.  Ahne^  did  we  say  ? 
But  she  is  not  alone,  for  One  is  with  her  "  like  unto  the  Son  of 
Man,"  walking  by  her  side  and  taking  her  through  fiery  trials 
and  deep  waters,  so  that  even  her  "  garments  are  unharmed."  Yet 
she  needs  our  prayers  and  our  sympathy,  for  she  is  weak  because 
human,  and  her  eyes  cannot  always  behold  the  "  unseen  Friend  at 
her  side."  She  has  gone  back  to  the  old  temple  where  she  and  her 
husband  lived  before  his  illness,  and  there  she  has  taken  up,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  woi'k  that  he  loved  so  much,  and  to  which  he  gave  his 
brief  life.  Let  this  bereaved  sister  of  ours  have  much  prayer 
offered  for  her,  that  physical  as  well  as  spiritual  strength  may  be 
given  her  equal  to  her  daily  need. 


IN  GOD  OUB,  STBENGTH, 

All  must  have  been  interested  and  moved  by  reading  how,  on 
Sept.  24th,  the  grand  uplifting  of  a  part  of  a  river-bed,  in  order 
to  give  New  York  city  a  better  channel,  was  produced  at  last  by  a 
baby's  hand  held  in  that  of  her  father. 

As  Gen.  Newton  did  not  need  the  help  of  his  little  blue-eyed 
Mary  in  order  to  the  effective  result  towards  which  his  thoughts 
had  for  years  been  given,  so,  also,  does  not  God,  our  Father,  need 
our  feeble  touch  in  order  to  the  salvation  of  a  single  soul  or  the 
redemption  of  the  world.  But  in  the  loving  economy  of  grace  He 
does  allow  us  a  part  in  it.  Yet  it  is  not  our  hand  that  moves  the 
heart,  or  the  nations,  except  as  held  and  used  in  that  of  our  Father. 
Who  will  draw  back,  because  feeling  too  weak  for  this  service, 
when  our  strength  is  actually  in  God  alone  ?  Shall  we  not  rather 
gladly  offer  ourselves  to  be  used  by  God,  just  as  He  will,  not  re- 
sisting the  gentle  pressure,  which  sweetly  forces  us  forward  into 
the  work,  which  He,  after  all,  accomplishes  ? 
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From  all  eternity,  •with  far-reaching  wisdom,  our  Father  has 
been  laying  plans  to  open  the  channels  for  a  full  outflow  of  His 
purposes  of  mercy.  Jesus  said,  "  My  Father  worketh  hitherto,  and 
I  work."  Is  He  not  now  saying  to  each  one  of  us  individually, 
"  Come,  for  all  things  are  ready  ?" 

Never  let  us,  then,  hold  back  because  in  ourselves  so  incompe- 
tent !  Rather  let  us  each  take  up  the  duty  that  lies  nearest  to  us, 
in  our  families  or  outside,  such  as  attending  a  meeting  in  the  interest 
of  Christ's  cause,  called  by  sisters  almost  discouraged ;  the  offering 
of  a  prayer  in  the  little  circle  where  so  many  are  found  to  say, 
"  Please  excuse  me the  asking  of  a  gift  for  the  Master's  cause, 
an  office  often  so  trying ;  the  speaking  of  a  word,  the  writing  of  a 
letter,  which  may  be  to  His  glory. 

In  all  these,  and  other  duties,  how  encouraging  to  know  that  it 
is  our  blessed  Lord  himself  who  holds  our  hand  in  His  !  He  guides 
the  touch  which  He  lovingly  ordains  to  use  in  the  furtherance  of 
His  own  grand  designs,  which,  with  or  without  us,  are  sure  to  be 
carried  out  successfully.  H. 


We  hope  our  readers  were  kind  enough  to  understand  the  col- 
ored slip  in  their  October  Woman's  Work  as  we  intended  it,  not 
as  it  was  actually  printed.  We  meant  to  say  that  Children's  Work 
is  the  only  missionary  periodical  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  which 
is  issued  for  the  young, — not  the  only  missionary  periodical  of  the 
Church  extant.  We  hope,  also,  that  this  attractive  magazine  will  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  young,  especially  in  the  Sabbath-schools, 
as  rapidly  as  possible. 


Some  very  fine  photographs  of  the  Dehra  Girls'  School 
have  been  received,  and  are  to  be  had  for  one  doUar  each,  by  appli- 
to  Miss  J.  C.  Thompson,  1344  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia.  The 
proceeds  are  for  the  benefit  of  the  school,  which,  as  one  of  the 
Secretaries  of  our  Board  who  has  been  there  and  seen  it,  says : 
"  should  be  our  pride."  Dr.  Wilson,  of  Bombay,  used  to  call  it 
the  best  girls'  school  in  India. 
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J^EW  AUXILIARIES  AND  BANDS. 

AUXILIARIES. 

PlacerTille,  Cal.  I  Sunbury,  Pa. 

Steubenville,  0.,  1st  Ch.  | 

BANDS. 

Kenton,  0.,  Gleaners.  |  Sunbury,  Pa.,  Bible  Class  Band. 


NEW  LIFE  MEMBERS. 


Coles,  Miss  Emily 
Cummins,  Miss  Maggie 
Ely,  Rev.  J.  C. 


Shaw,  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Todd,  Miss  Hattie 


Receipts  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  from  September  1,  187 G. 

[presbyteries  in  small  capitals.] 

Elizabeth. — Elizabethport  S. 
S.  Miss  Bd.,  for  sch.  Ga- 
boon, $22 ;  Woodbridge, 
Lilies  of  the  Field,  Cent, 
off.,  $25;  Plainfield  Aux., 
Miss  Emily  Coles  for  L.  M. 
and  Cent.  ofiF.,  $25,  .  .  $72  00 
Huntingdon.— HoUidaysburg 
Aux.,  for  return  trav.  exp. 
of  Miss'y,  $10i  25 ;  Hunt- 
ingdon Aux.,  for  outfit  of 
Miss'y  to  Kolapoor,  $50,  .  154  25 
KiTTANNiNG. — Appleby  Man- 
or Aux.,  sup.  Ech.  No.  7, 
Sahranpur,  $25  ;  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant Aux.,  for  sch.  Petcha- 
buri,  $8  25;  Parker  City 
Aux.  orphan  Futtehgurh, 

$30,   63  25 

Lackawanna.  —  Pittston, 
Young  Ladies'  Miss.  Circle, 
sup.  sch'p  Beirut,  $70  ;  To- 
wanda  Aux.,  for  Miss'y, 
Corisco,  $150;  Mrs.  N.  N. 
Betts,  to  con.  Miss  H.  Todd, 
L.  M.,  and  for  Miss'y,  Co- 
risco, $25,  ....  245  00 
Mahoning. — East  Palestine 
Aux.,  for  Miss'y,  Bogota, 
$11  59;  Youngstown  Aux., 
for  sch'p,  Mexico,  $20,  .  31  59 
Morris  and  Orange. — Orange 
Central  Aux.,  for  Miss'y, 
Laos,  $200  ;  Infant  Class, 
sup.  scholar,  Corisco,  $32  92 ; 
Orange,  2d  Ch.,  Aux.,  for 
Miss'y,  Tungchow,  $137  50,  370  42 
New  Albany. — New  Albany, 
1st  Ch.  S.  S.,  of  which  $30 
for  sch'p,  Mynpurie,  .       .     50  00 


Baltimore.  —  ChurchTille 
Aux.,  Miss  Webster,  Cent, 
off.,  $1  00 

Blairsville. — Beulah  Aux., 

for  Tripoli  house,      .       .      25  00 

Butler. — Harrisrille  Aux., 
of  which  $26  Cent.  off.  for 
Debt,   30  00 

Carlisle. — Carlisle  Aux.,  for 
Tripoli  house,  $28  ;  Harris- 
burg,  Pine  St.  Aux.,  for 
sch.,  Allahabad,  $70,  .       .      98  00 

Chester. — Brandywinc  Man- 
or Aux.,  for  Miss'y,  Lodi- 
ana,  $19;  Oxford  Aux., 
$56,   75  00 

C  I  N  c  I  N  N  A  T  I. — Mt.  Auburn 
Aux.,  for  Miss'y,  Tung 
chow,  $112  60;  Cincinnati 
2d  Ch.  Aux.,  $83  46  ;  Mont- 
gomery Aux.,  $14;  Orchard 
St.  Aux.,  $1  GO  ;  Lane  Scm. 
Ch.,  Thankoffering  from  a 
student  of  Lane  Seminary, 
$26  25,      ...       .    237  81 

Clarion. — Greenville  Aux. 
for  school,  Chefoo,  $25 ; 
Pisgah  Aux.,  $35,     .       .     60  00 

Cleveland. — North  Spring- 
field Aux.,  $5;  Collamer, 
$7  ;  Cleveland,  1st,  $27  30  ; 
2d  Ch.,  $44;  Euclid  Av., 
$50;  Solon  Aux.,  $2  35; 
Streetsboro'  Aux.,  $1  65 ; 
Rome  Aux.,  $4;  Parma 
Aux.,  $5  02 ;  Newburg 
Aux.,  $13  55;  Brecksvillo 
Aux.,  $10  87,  for  Mission- 
aries Japan,  China  and  Bra- 
zil,   170  74 
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New  Brunswick. — Allentown 
Aux.,  for  San  Paulo  build- 
ing, $60;  Amwell,  1st, 
S28  25;  2d  Amwell,  for 
sch'p,  Kolapoor,  $15  ;  Ham- 
ilton Square  Aux.,  for  sch. 
Furrukhabad,  $50;  Tren- 
ton, 1st  Ch.,  Golden  Hour 
Circle,  sup.  sch'p  Yoko- 
hama, $25, ....  $178  25 

NORT  H  U  II  BER  L  A  ND. — Wil- 

liamsport,  1st  Ch.  Aux., 

sup.  nat.  tea.  Lodiana,       .      60  00 

Philadelphia. — Arch  Street 
Ch.,  Mrs.  Dr.  Curran,  for 
Tripoli  house,  $1  25;  for 
Missionaries'  children,  $1, .       2  25 

Philadelphia,  Central. — 
Alexander  Ch.,  R.  C.  C. 
Bd.,  for  sch'p,  Sidon  or- 
phanage, $25;  North  Ch. 
S.S.,  No.  2,  for  sch'p,  Dehra 
and  Oroomiah,  $22  50,      .     47  50 

Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny 
Com. — Bethany  Aux.,  $30; 
Chartiers  Aux.,  for  work 
under  Lady  Missionaries, 
Siam,  $36 ;  Sewickly  Aux., 
for  Miss'y,  $81  05;  Wil- 
kinsburg  Aux.,  for  sch'p, 
Mexico,  $45,      .       ,       .    192  05 

Redstone. — Pleasant  Unity 

Aux.,  for  Chinese  Home    .     20  30 

St.  Clairsville. — Bellaire 
Aux.,  Miss  M.  Cummins,  to 
con.  herself  a  L.  M.,  and 
for  work,  Petchaburi,        .     26  00 

St.  Louis. — St.  Charles,  Little 
Fire  Plies,  sup.  orphan, 
Sahranpur,        .       .       .      15  00 

Steuben  ville. — Waynesburg 
Aux.,  sup.  two  soh'ps,  Myn- 
purie,        .       .       .       .     33  00 

Union.- — Knoxville,  2d  Ch. 

Aux.,  2r  47 

Washington.  —  Washington, 
1st  Ch.  Aux.,  for  Miss'y, 
Tabriz,  $60;  Cornes  Bd., 
qr.  paym't  for  3  sch'ps, 
Mynpurie,  $25 ;  West  Alex. 


Aux.  (of  which  $5  for 
Miss'y,  Tungchow),  $30;  a 
lover  of  missions,  to  con. 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Shaw,  L.  M., 
$25;  Little  Rachie,  $2  52; 
Mary  and  Essie,  48  cents 
($58),  $143  00 

Woostbk. — Wooster,  1st  Ch. 
Aux.,  for  Tripoli  house, 
$25  ;  Helping  Bd.,  for  sch., 
Mexico,  $12,      .       .       .     37  00 

Z  AN  Bs ville.  —  Mt.  Zion 
Aux.,  for  Miss'y  China, 
$15;  Rosevillo  Aux.,  $5; 
Zanesville,  Aux.,  1st  and 
Putnam  Ch's.,  for  Miss'y, 
China,  $58  32,  .       .       .     78  32 

Miscellaneous.  —  Astoria, 
Oregon,  Misses  Nellie  and 
Katie  Plavel  to  educate  a 
heathen  child,  $22;  Ells- 
worth, 0.,  Mrs.  Coit,  for 
Mexico,  $5 ;  Germantown, 
Pa.,  W.,  for  TripoU  house, 
$20 ;  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  Miss 
Lilly  R.  Rodgers,  for  Chi- 
nese Home,  $1 ;  Menasha, 
Wis.,  Mrs.  A.  V.  S.  Fisher, 
$2;  Mt.  Gilead,  0.,  Rev. 
Henry  Shedd,  to  con.  him- 
self and  wife  L.  M.'s,  $50 ; 
Norwalk,  Conn.,  A.  S.  6., 
$5;  Phila.,  a  lady,  proceeds 
of  work  done  during  sum- 
mer vacation,  for  Chinese 
Home,  $35 ;  E.  M.,  for  Chi- 
nese Home,  $5;  E.,  Cent, 
off.,  $1;  two  ladies,  for 
Chinese  Home,  $2  ;  a  lady, 
1st  Ch.,  for  Chinese  Home, 
$1 ;  Princeton,  N.  J.,  M.  B. 
F.,  for  Chinese  Home,  $20; 
Sidon,  Svria,  Miss  H.  M. 
Eddy,  Cent,  off.,  $1,  .       .    170  00 


Total  Receipts  for  Sept., 
Previously  acknowledged. 


$2,704  20 
14,674  02 


Total  Receipts,  from  May  1, 
to  October  1,  1876,        .  $17,378  22 


In  acknowledging  receipts  through  Miss  Loring  in  September  Magazine, 
$56  71  from  Columbus  Presbytery  was  omitted  by  mistake.  $47  90  acknowledged 
as  anonymous  in  the  October  Magazine,  should  have  been  credited  to  the 
Clarksville  Aux.,  Shenango  Pres. 

Princeton,  N.  J.,  Dale  Band,  package  of  quilts  valued  at  $10;  Annie  Comfort 
Band,  a  quilt  valued  at  $5 ;  both  for  Sidon  Seminary. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Fishburn,  Treasurer, 

October  1,  1876.  1384  Chestnut  Street,  Phila. 
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INDIA. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Lucas. 

FuTTEHGURH,  June  28,  1875. 

We  are  having  a  very  trying  season.  It  is  a  month  now  since 
we  began  to  look  and  long  for  the  rains,  but  as  yet  we  have  been 
cheered  by  only  one  little  shower,  which  brought  more  heat  out  of 
the  ground.  I  am  making  an  effort  to  remain  on  the  plains  this 
season,  and  keep  my  little  ones  here,  and  thus  far,  notwithstanding 
the  intense  heat,  we  have  continued  very  well. 

.  .  .  Mrs.  Tracy  has  written  to  the  ladies  at  Carrollton  and 
Alton,  and  given  them  the  wished-for  information  regarding  the 
Bible  woman  she  has  assigned  to  them.  The  Pierson  and  Harriet 
Newell  schools  are  now  in  Miss  Scott's  charge.  The  Hoffman  school 
is  increasing  in  numbers,  and  is  large  and  interesting.  For  a  few 
weeks  during  the  very  hot  weather  we  gave  all  the  schools  vacation, 
but  the  teacher  of  the  Hoffman  school  continued  her  work,  and 
taught  an  hour  daily,  in  order  that  they  might  not  forget  anything 
they  had  learned.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  visiting  this  school,  and 
the  bright  faces  and  warm  welcome  I  receive  from  the  pupils  fill 
my  heart  with  a  quiet  joy.  The  progress  of  the  pupils  is  very  satis- 
factory. Many  of  them  have  quite  a  clear  knowledge  of  the  truths 
of  the  Bible,  and  the  seed  planted  in  their  young  hearts  needs  only 
the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  to  make  it  spring  up  and  bear  fruit. 
Several  of  the  teachers  of  the  girls'  schools  are  convinced  of  the 
tnith,  and  in  private  confess  the  foolishness  of  their  own  religion, 
but  they  lack  the  courage  to  confess  before  men.  It  is  a  com- 
forting thought  that  it  is  the  Lord's  work  in  which  we  are  engaged, 
and  that  in  due  time  He  will  magnify  His  name  among  this  people. 
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It  is  sometimes  hard  to  realize  that  "  one  day  is  with  the  Lord 
as  a  thousand  years,  and  a  thousand  years  as  one  day." 

A  sight  of  the  crowded  streets  of  Furrukhabad  City,  with  its  tens 
of  thousands  of  unconverted  people,  carelessly  going  the  downward 
road,  fills  one  with  indescribable  sadness.  Looking  at  the  seething, 
surging  crowds  which  fill  and  block  up  the  roads  during  religious 
festivals,  one  thought  occupies  the  mind,  "  Whence  are  all  these  hasten- 
ing ?"  I  sometimes  wonder  we  do  not  go  insane  as  we  look  around 
day  after  day,  and  month  after  month,  on  this  great  moving  mass  of 
dead  souls.  But  I  cannot  dwell  on  it.  The  thought  is  very  sad, 
but  the  Lord  in  infinite  mei"cy  keeps  us  from  despondency.  It  is  His 
work.  We  have  only  prayerfully  to  do  what  we  can  and  leave  the 
result  with  Him.  With  my  little  children  to  look  after,  and  the  in- 
tense heat  to  endure  for  six  months,  I  am  not  able  to  do  much ;  but 
my  comfort  is,  that  "  if  there  be  first  a  willing  mind,  it  is  accepted 
according  to  that  a  man  hath,  and  not  according  to  that  he  hath 
not." 

.  .  .  The  abject  poverty  and  wretchedness  of  the  great  majority 
of  the  women  of  India  is  beyond  description.  The  superintendent 
of  police  in  this  district,  of  nearly  one  million  people,  says  that 
scores  and  scores  of  women  yearly  put  an  end  to  their  lives  rather 
than  drag  out  such  a  miserable  existence ;  many  in  despair  cast 
themselves  into  the  village  well ;  while  many  more  take  to  eating 
opium,  which  is  now  one  of  the  chief  prod  acts  of  this  district,  and 
thus  in  a  short  time  ruin  themselves. 


INDIA. 

From  One  who  Aids  Mrs.  Dr.  Warren. 

MoRAO  Gdalior,  March  3,  1876. 
Through  a  kind  Providence,  I  am  able  again  to  tell  you  of  our- 
selves and  our  work.  Because  of  cholera  during  some  of  the  months 
of  the  last  summer,  we  could  not  go  as  much  to  the  villages  as  we 
wished.  There  were  strict  orders  against  it.  Now  we  have  three  vil- 
lages where  we  go  every  week,  and  I  have  succeeded  in  jiei-suading 
some  to  go  to  our  Hindustani  services  every  Sabbath  afternoon.  I 
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enjoy  our  work  more  and  more.  In  telling  others  of  Jesus,  I  feel 
riclier  myself.  My  prayer  is  that  God  may  pour  out  His  Spirit  on 
all  flesh.  Our  temperance  lodge  is  also  increasing  in  numbers  and 
interest.  It  is  only  by  being  filled  with  the  Spirit  that  the  desire 
for  strong  drink  can  be  wholly  overcome. 

In  one  village  we  find  an  old  Brahmani  woman.  Twenty-three 
years  ago  she  lived  with  a  mission  family  in  Benares.  She  knows 
the  sweet  Christian  hymns  in  Hindi,  and  has  had  the  good  seed 
sown  in  her  heart ;  but  as  yet  it  has  brought  forth  nothing.  She 
has  idols  in  her  house  and  in  her  yard.  She  says  that  God  desires 
heart  worship,  and  still  she  worships  hideous-looking  idols.  She  is 
very  cord'  il  in  her  manner,  and  we  like  her.  If  she  should  give  up 
worshipping  idols,  her  name  would  be  cast  out  as  evil  by  her  caste 
people.  I  only  wish  she  could  understand  what  it  is  when  forsaken 
to  be  taken  up  by  Christ.  We  have  our  hearts  on  the  crowds  that 
gather  about  us  ;  but  we  are  specially  interested  in  several,  hoping 
that  they  will  take  heed  how  they  hear.  I  feel  sure  that  God  will 
hear  the  prayers  offered  up  for  the  poor  heathen,  and  for  the  uncon- 
verted everywhere,  and  that  the  glory  of  the  Lord  will  fill  the  whole 
earth,  and  that  He  will  show  every  one  of  His  people  what  to  do  to 
bring  about  the  triumph  of  Christ  in  the  earth. 

BRAZIL. 

Miss  Dascomb. 

Rio  Claro,  Jul}'  15,  18?6. 

.  .  .  Brotas  is  under  a  cloud.  The  people  scattered  from  twelve 
to  twenty  miles  from  the  centre,  having  little  ready  money  and  lack- 
ing the  stimulus  of  stated  ordinances,  do  not  fulfill  their  pledges  of 
support,  and  their  talented  young  pastor  almost  feels  that  he  must 
abandon  the  ministry  to  make  his  bread  by  teaching.  The  schools 
scattered  through  the  country  district  have  nearly  all  closed  for  lack 
of  funds,  but  the  people  keep  up  religious  services.  At  Rio  Novo 
the  church  members  take  turns  in  directing  public  worship. 

In  Cacapova,  S.  Paulo,  Friar  Caetano  preached  one  night,  explain- 
ing in  what  consisted  eternal  condemnation  and  the  punishment  of 
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the  flames  of  hell.  After  painting  in  exaggerated  coloi-s  the  torment 
of  a  fire  which  hums  spirits^  and  gradually  preparing  the  auditory 
for  a  frightful  climax,  clothed  in  a  heavy  gown,  he  rose  under 
the  pale  light  of  the  candles  which  faintly  shone  in  the  darkness, 
with  an  aureole  of  heavy  locks  circling  his  brow,  and  with  the 
prestige  which  white  hairs  inspire,  he  became  excited,  thundered  im- 
precations, reached  the  last  transports  of  a  man  believing  what  he 
says,  and  pretending  to  descend  the  first  steps  of  the  pulpit,  concluded 
with  these  words,  ridiculous  to  an  enlightened  mind,  but  terrible  to 
the  auditory  who  listened  to  him  :  "  Will  you  see  this  place  of  tor- 
ments and  fire — of  distress  and  pains — come  with  me  ;  I  will  open  to 
you  the  door  of  hell !"  A  cry  burst  from  the  multitude — a  cry  for 
mercy  rose  from  hundreds  of  throats,  and  one  poor  woman  was  car- 
ried out  fainting.  This  fact  was  naiTated  to  the  preacher,  who  was 
surprised  that  only  07ie  woman  fainted,  for  in  other  places,  when 
describing  the  dwelling-place  of  Satan,  he  had  always  had  better 
success ! 


NORTir  AMERICAN  INDIANS. 

Tallahassee,  Indian  Territory,  August  22,  1876. 

My  Dear  Mrs.  : — Yours  was  received  yesterday,  and  I 

hasten  to  reply,  so  that  I  may  acknowledge  with  heartfelt  thanks  the 
honor  done  me  by  your  Society  in  adopting  me.  I  have  had  a  little 
of  the  feeling  that  I  was  in  some  degree  an  usurper  when  my  lettere 
have  found  room  in  Woman's  Work,  as  I  seemed  to  myself  rather 
an  outsider,  but  I  shall  have  that  feeling  no  more  now.  It  is  good 
to  know  that  one  has  friends, — sisters  who  feel  it  a  privilege  to  claim 
her.  How  gladly  would  I  greet  the  members  of  your  committee 
face  to  face,  but  as  it  is,  must  content  myself  with  letting  my  pen 
express  my  thanks,  and  my  wishes  for  their  ever  increasing  success  in 
all  their  work  of  love,  and  praying  that  He  who  gave  the  command, 
"  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,"  &c.,  may  fulfill  the  promise,  "  Lo,  I  am 
with  you  alway,"  while  they  strive  to  obey  Him. 

Affectionately,  your  sister  in  Christ, 

A.  E.  W.  Robertson. 
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CHINA. 

Miss  Lucy  A.  Crouch. 

Canton,  May  26,  18  76. 
.  .  .  Miss  Hattie  Notes  you  know  has  left  us,  and  is  now 
in  America.  Her  work  has  all  been  taken  up  by  Miss  Mattie 
Noyes  and  myself.  We  live  together  in  our  dear  home,  whieh 
stands  ia-  front  of  the  boarding-school  building,  on  the  same  lot. 
Thus  this  part  of  our  work  is  quite  convenient  for  us.  Our  Amer- 
ican consul  lives  beside  us,  and  Dr.  Happer  just  beyond  him.  We 
do  not  feel  in  the  least  afraid  to  live  alone,  and  are  most  happy  in 
our  work. 

Often  when  I  am  explaining  some  of  the  precious  teachings  of 
our  dear  Lord  Jesus  to  the  women  of  the  training-school,  I  think  of 
them  as  soon  going  out  from  me  to  tell  to  others  the  same  glad  story ; 
then  my  heart  is  full  of  joy,  that  I  have  been  given  this  work  to 
do.  It  is  delightful  to  see  those  for  whom  you  have  labored 
enter  the  vineyard  as  ready  workmen. 

...  It  is  very  pleasant  to  know  that  each  scholar  has  some  one 
in  our  dear  home  land  praying  for  her  in  an  especial  manner,  and 
it  does  the  scholars  good  to  know  that  they  are  so  thought  of. 
They  are  stronger  and  better  Christians  for  it,  I  am  sure,  and 
many  a  one  is  doubtless  led  into  the  narrow  way  in  answer  to 
prayers  that  have  ascended  from  our  own  native  land.  ...  I  have 
been  greatly  blessed  since  I  came  to  China  in  having  perfect  health. 
While  many  ladies  seem  to  wither  under  this  burning  sun,  I  have 
been  strong  and  well.  We  now  have  pleasant,  healthful  homes, 
such  as  the  first  missionaries  did  not  enjoy.  For  a  long  time  land 
could  not  be  bought.  The  Chinese  did  not  want  the  foreigner  to 
settle  among  them,  and  it  was  not  until  after  the  war  between  China 
and  England,  some  twenty  years  ago,  that  land  for  building  could 
be  bought.  Now  our  missionaries  have  good,  comfortable  homes 
in  healthy  localities.  The  Chinese  are  more  kindly  disposed  to  us 
than  formerly,  but  we  do  not  meet  with  the  cordial  treatment  that 
our  missionaries  in  Japan  and  Siam  enjoy.  We  are  not  molested, 
however,  and  they  suffer  us  to  remain,  though  the  rulers  are  very 
proud,  and  never  show  us  any  kind  attention. 

18* 


318 


woman's  work  for  woman. 


OVR  CAMPAIGN. 

The  nation  is  to-day  in  the  midst  of  a  great  political  campaign, 
and  the  best  talent  of  the  country  is  evoked  to  hold  up  to  the  mind 
of  the  masses  the  vast  interests  at  stake.  But,  my  dear  sisters,  we 
are  in  the  midst  of  a  campaign  of  far  higher  import,  the  object 
of  which  is  to  place  Christ  on  the  throne  of  all  hearts,  that  "  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world  may  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord,  and 
of  His  Christ."  Gathering  wisdom  from  "  the  children  of  this 
world,"  let  us  be  watchful  of  opportunities  to  impress  the  mind 
with  the  importance  of  untiring  eifort. 

The  question  comes  to  us  often,  -'How  shall  our  monthly  meet- 
ings be  sustained  and  rendered  attractive,  interesting  and  profit- 
able ?"  In  reply  we  would  say,  that  each  and  every  member  having 
held  intimate  communion  with  God  in  the  closet  should  come  with 
a  heart  in  sympathy  with  the  great  heart  of  Christ.  In  addition 
to  the  reading  of  God's  Word,  let  a  few  warm  words  be  spoken,  a 
few  short  earnest  prayers  be  offered,  presenting  our  greatest  needs, 
our  highest  necessities. 

Then  after  the  subject  for  the  month  has  been  presented,  let  a 
brief  biography  of  some  loved  missionary  be  read  ;  one  who  counted 
no  culture  too  high,  no  talent  too  great,  not  even  his  or  her  life  dear, 
but  laid  all  upon  the  altar,  a  living  sacrifice,  rejoicing  to  be  made  a 
partaker  of  Christ's  sufferings,  and  having  borne  the  cross,  now 
wears  the  crown. 

Ypsilanti,  Michigan. 


INFLUENCE  OF  HEATHEN  WOMEN. 

Though  so  much  is  truly  said  of  the  social  and  intellectual  deg- 
radation of  woman  in  heathen  lands,  it  cannot,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  be  possible  that  her  influence,  especially  upon  her  husband 


NORTHWESTERN  DEPARTMENT. 


319 


and  children,  is  absolutely  nothing.  And  if  her  soul  is  fettered  by 
the  galling  chains  of  idolatry  and  superstition,  (for  ignorant  women 
are  very  prone  to  be  superstitious,)  what  wonder  that  her  influence 
is  exerted  on  the  side  of  heathenism  and  idol-worship !  Indeed,  it 
has  been  said  that  "  woman  keeps  the  idol  on  its  pedestal,"  and 
surely  it  is  she  who  in  the  forming  state  of  childhood,  teaches  the 
little  hands  to  present  the  ofi'erings,  and  the  infant  lips  to  lisp 
the  fruitless  prayer,  to  gods  that  cannot  save. 

But  let  woman  be  enlightened  from  above,  let  her  feel  the 
power  of  the  gospel  in  her  heart  and  the  love  of  Jesus  shed  abroad 
there,  and  how  will  the  scales  fall  from  her  eyes,  how  will  her 
intellect  expand,  her  whole  soul  enlarge,  and  how  will  her  anx- 
ious desires  be  excited  to  bear  the  good  tidings,  like  the  woman 
of  Samaria,  to  others,  and  especially  to  those  dear  to  her ! 

Some  one  has  said  that  "  the  real  conversion  of  ojir.  heathen 
woman  will  do  more  toward  the  advancement  of  Christianity  than 
that  of  ten  men" — and  for  reasons  that  we  will  not  stop  to  discuss 
it  may  be  so.  If  then,  under  the  influence  of  some  of  our  zealous 
lady  missionaries,  not  one  alone  but  many  of  the  young  girls  in  the 
schools,  and  their  mothers,  are  brought  to  a  saving  knowledge  of 
the  truth,  and,  inspired  with  such  zeal  as  actuated  some  of  the  con- 
verted heathen  women  in  the  days  of  Paul,  should,  by  word  and 
deed,  manifest  the  great  change  that  had  been  wrought  in  them  ; 
should  meekly  bear  reproach  and  even  contumely  and  persecution ; 
should  instruct  and  more  carefully  train  their  children  ;  and 
should  show,  in  every  way,  that  their  life,  and  temper,  and  char- 
acter were  improved  by  their  new  religion — what  a  power  for 
good  1 

But  I  will  not  dwell  upon  this  thought,  though  it  is  full  of 
interest.  Let  it  excite  us  all  to  gird  on  our  armor  anew, 
that  by  our  enlarged  ofi'erings,  even  though  they  may  cost  us 
the  greatest  self-denial,  our  heartfelt  sympathy,  and  our  more 
earnest  and  constant  prayers,  we  may  do  all  in  our  power  towards 
carrying  forward  this  good  work  to  its  glorious  and  promised 
consummation. 

J.  G.  J. 
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TOUR  PBATEJtS  AND  MINE. 

2  Cor.  i.  11. 
When  at  last  the  Father's  guerdon 

To  the  Son  is  given, 
When  for  ages  we  have  tasted 

Of  the  joys  of  Heaven  ; 

When  the  heathen  to  their  idols 

No  more  bow  the  knee, 
And  from  Israel's  heart  the  veil  is 

Taken,  that  they  see  ; 

Will  it  then  appear,  oh,  sister, 

That  your  prayers  and  mine 
RIoved  the  Hand  that  holds  the  nations — 

E'en  the  Hand  Divine! 
Rochester,  Minnesota. 

"WHATSOEVEB  A  MAN  SO  WETS,  THAT  SHALL 
HE  ALSO  BEAr." 

Place  your  children  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  not  with  the  thought 
that  that  act  is  the  end,  but  the  beginning  of  your  life  work ;  for 
nowhere,  fi'om  Genesis  to  Revelation,  has  Grod  promised  to  do  our 
work  for  us.  Nature  everywhere  demands  the  ploughing  and  sow- 
ing, the  toiling  and  tilling,  before  the  golden  harvest  is  gathered,  so 
the  line  upon  line,  and  precept  upon  precept,  here  a  little  and  there 
a  little,  emphasized  by  a  holy  life  and  a  godly  example,  is  our  only 
promise  of  success,  and  so  sure  as  God  is  a  covenant-keeping 
God,  equally  certain  it  is,  that  if  we  "  train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he 
should  go,  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it."  Many  a 
faithful  mother,  however,  whose  prayers,  tears  and  entreaties  have 
followed  a  beloved  son  through  a  long  course  of  dissipation ;  who 
has  gone  down  to  the  grave  mourning  his  apparent  apostacy  from 
the  Christian  faith,  I  doubt  not  has  rejoiced  in  heaven  over  the  re- 
turn of  the  prodigal,  long  years  after  her  body  was  laid  in  the  dust. 

Some  will  remember  that  the  deep  impressions  made  by  his 
mother  upon  the  mind  of  John  Newton,  before  he  was  four  years 
old,  were  after  many  years  the  means  of  bringing  him  to  a  knowledge 
of  the  truth ;  and  that  he  became  during  his  ministry  the  earthly 
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agent  in  the  conversion  of  Thomas  Scott,  the  commentator,  and 
Claudius  Buchanan,  the  missionary,  both  of  whose  labors  and 
writings  will  bless  the  Church  in  all  time  to  come.  Oh  that  every 
Christian  mother  could  be  fully  aroused  to  her  duties  and  respon- 
sibilities, especially  of  dedicating  her  children  to  God !  He  is  able 
to  preserve  them  amid  dangers  far  greater  than  those  of  the  Nile, 
and  in  the  manifold  temptations  from  which  our  poor  arms  cannot 
shield  them.  At  no  distant  day,  then,  from  many  a  household  would 
be  gathered  sons  and  daughters,  to  be  sent  forth  to  other  dark 
places  of  cruelty.  Upon  many  an  altar  of  sacrifice  God  has  already 
looked  down  since  Abraham  went  up  to  Moriah.  There  have  been 
heartbreaks,  equally  painful,  since  he  offered  up  his  son,  even 
his  only  son  Isaac,  and  many  a  similar  ofiering  will  be  required  before 
the  world  is  brought  to  the  Redeemer's  feet.  It  may  be  required  of 
you  or  of  me  but  our  comfort  is  that  in  these  spiritual  conflicts  we 
are  not  alone,  for  He  who  was  Himself  once  offered  has  said,  ''Lo, 
I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world." 

Mrs.  C.  W.  P. 

Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin. 


THE  EXFEBIENCE  OF  A  BRAHMIN  WOMAN 
WHO  BECAME  A  CHRISTIAN. 

In  Bombay  there  is  an  educated  young  Brahmin  who  has  so  far 
lost  faith  in  Hinduism  as  to  become  a  Deist;  he  is  what  is  called  a 
liberal-minded  native,  or  one  who  has  advanced  ideas.  He  was  ac- 
quainted with  a  native  Christian  in  Bombay  whose  wife  is  a  Bible 
woman,  and  she  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  women  of  that  city 
in  company  with  the  missionaries'  wives  stationed  at  that  place. 
This  Brahmin,  knowing  of  that  fact,  thought  it  would  be  pleasant 
to  have  them  visit  his  wife,  so  he  spoke  to  his  friend  requesting 
them  to  call  upon  her,  and  they  visited  her  from  time  to  time. 
She  made  rapid  progress  in  learning  to  read,  and  it  was  but  a  short 
time  before  she  began  to  see  the  truth,  and  to  become  interested  in 
it.  Finally  she  became  a  Christian,  and  felt  that  she  must  profess 
her  faith  in  Christ.  She  told  the  missionary  ladies  of  her  desire, 
and  they  advised  her  to  inform  her  husband  of  her  wishes  immedi- 
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ately.  She  did  so.  He  was  very  much  astonished,  never  having 
thought  that  the  visits  would  lead  to  the  conversion  of  his  wife.  He 
told  her  that  if  she  became  a  Christian  she  must  leave  his  house  and 
her  children.  She  could  not  quite  make  up  her  mind  to  do  that, 
and  so  delayed.  But  soon,  as  he  often  surprised  her  reading  her 
Bible,  he  began  to  persecute  her.  He  burned  her  Bible  and  other 
religious  books,  and  forbade  her  reading  any  more.  He  would 
beat  and  distress  her  in  every  possible  way,  but  she  bore  it  and  lived 
in  this  way  many  months.  But  finally  he  became  so  violent,  and 
beat  her  so  cruelly,  that  she  came  to  the  conclusion  it  could  not  be 
much  worse  if  she  were  baptized  and  professed  her  faith  in  Christ, 
so  she  told  him  of  her  determination,  and  he  immediately  turned 
her  out  of  the  house.  She  had  no  place  to  go  except  to  the  mission- 
aries. They  received  her  into  the  girls'  boarding  school.  There  she 
remained  two  years,  her  husband  living  in  the  same  city,  and  she 
having  no  communication  with  her  family. 

At  last  her  husband  went  to  the  Bible  woman's  husband  and  told 
him  that  he  could  not  live  any  longer  without  his  wife,  and  cried  like 
a  child.  He  said  it  had  been  a  wretched  two  years,  and  asked  if  he 
thought  his  wife  would  come  back  to  him.  They  told  the  woman 
(whose  name  was  Vitube)  of  her  husband's  wish,  and  she  decided 
immediately  to  return.  Some  of  the  ladies  asked  if  she  were  not 
afraid  to  trust  him.  She  said  that  her  diity  was  plain,  and  she  could 
but  go  and  try.  The  result  will  probably  be  that  the  husband  will 
embrace  Christianity.  Dear  sisters,  let  us  pray  that  the  desire  of 
this  sister's  heart  may  be  realized.  This  instance  shows  what  Brah- 
min women  experience  who  become  Christians,  and  probably  not 
one  in  a  hundred  would  be  called  to  her  home  again.  How  much 
they  need  our  prayers !  H.  E.  M. 

Mt.  Clemens,  Michigan. 


We  are  in  receipt  of  Dr.  Ellinwood's  excellent  work,  '■'  The  Great 
Conquest."  Every  auxiliary  should  have  one  copy  at  least.  The 
'■'■lAfe  and  Light "  says  of  it,  "  We  have  thoroughly  enjoyed  it  and 
heartily  recommend  it."  It  contains  thirty-one  short  articles,  giving  in- 
formation, in  a  condensed  form,  upon  subjects  such  as  each  worker 
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needs.  The  titles  of  a  few  are,  "  The  Apostolic  Examples  of  Mission- 
ary Policy "  Greatness  of  the  Work  to  be  done "  The  Argument 
of  Success;"  "  Cost  of  Missions  "Foreign  Missions  Essential  to 
the  Life  of  the  Church  ;"  "  Specific  Objections  Commonly  Made  ;" 
with  many  others  equally  necessary  to  understand.  We  have  copies 
in  flexible  covers  at  fifty  cents  each. 

We  have  for  sale  Mrs.  Hauser's  wonderful  book,  '•  The  Orient 
and  its  People,"  of  which  so  many  notices  have  appeared  in  all  our 
papers,  secular  as  well  as  religious.  One  says,  '  This  is  just  the 
book  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Christian  women  of  the  churches. 
It  is  full  of  facts — full  of  the  information  needed  by  the  churches, 
and  for  the  use  of  those  who  are  taking  an  active  interest  in  waking 
up  their  sisters  to  take  part  in  the  sublime  work  of  Christianizing 
the  three  hundred  millions  of  women  in  India  and  China.  What  a 
world  of  motherhood  to  be  won  to  Christ."  Price,  per  volume,  $1.75. 

Both  of  these  books  may  be  had  by  addressing  Mrs.  Laflin, 
Room  48  McCormick  Block,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Rev.  W.  H.  Clarke,  who  sends  us  a  contribution  from  Daily 
Branch  Church,  Nebraska,  writes :  '•  We  have  no  auxiliary.  It 
would  be  scarcely  practicable,  as  those  interested  are  more  than 
twenty  miles  apart.  This  is  a  kind  of  Centennial  offering,  and  may 
not  be  equalled  in  amount  the  next  year,  especially  in  consequence 
of  our  recent  visitation  from  the  grasshoppers,  but  we  shall  count  it 
a  privilege  as  well  as  duty  to  keep  up  the  interest  of  oui-  people  in 
the  great  work  of  Foreign  Missions  through  the  Ladies'  Board  of 
the  Northwest." 

NEW  AUXILIARIES. 


Chicago,  111.,  JefTerson  Park  Ch. 
Des  Moines,  la.,  "Light  Bearers." 
Duquoin,  111. 

Jeflfersonville,  Ind.,  1st  Church. 


Springfield,  111.,  "Glad  Tidings." 
Upper  Indiana  Church  near  Vin- 
cennes,  Ind 


NEW  LIFE  MEMBERS.  . 

Mrs.  E.  P.  Barton,  I  Miss  S.  S.  Merrill, 

Miss  S.  J.  Gary,  |  Mrs.  M.  W.  P.  Lagon, 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Cole,  I  Mrs.  0.  T.  Johnson. 

Mrs.  Harvey  Goldsmith.  [ 
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woman's  work  for  woman. 


Receipts  of  the  Woman's  Presbyterian  Board  of  Mis 
sions  of  the  Northwest,  for  September,  1870. 

Lake  Forest,  111.,  Young  La- 
dies' Miss.  Soc,  sup.  of 
Julia,  of  CorisRO,  Africa,  .  S25  00 
Mrs.  T.  W.  Perryman  and 
Mrs.  Robertson  of  the  Creek 
mission. 


5  00 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  West- 
minster Mission  Workers, 
for  sup.  of  W.  0.  Rogers 
of  Flandreau,  Dakota  ter- 
ritory,       .  '    .       .       .      25  00 

Granville,  Ohio,  W.  M.  S.  of 
Pres.  Ch.,  sup.  of  Seur, 
China,        .       .       .       .      25  00 

Valparaiso,  Ind,  W.  M.  S., 
for  Mrs.  Warren's  salary, 
.?25 ;  Bible  reader,  $7  50,  .      32  50 

Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  W,  M.  S., 

for  Miss  A.  Ketchum,        .      25  f>0 

Joliet,  111.,  1st  Pres.  Ch.  W. 
M.  S.,  for  seh.  at  Brotas, 
Brazil,        .       .       .       .      10  00 

Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  Young 
Ladies'  Soc.,  for  Tripoli 
building,    .       .       .       .     50  00 

Monmouth.  III.,  W.  M.  S., 

Cent,  off.,   .       .       .       .     61  00 

Indiana])olis,  Ind.,  3d  Pres. 
Ch.,  for  Mrs.  Van  Hook, 
$10  35 ;  5th  Pres.  Ch.,  for 
Mrs.  Van  Hook,  S7  75,      .      18  15 

Green  Castle,  Ind.,  Pres.  Ch., 

for  Mrs.  Van  Hook,  .       .      10  00 

Jeffersonvillc,  Ind.,  Pres.  Ch., 

for  Mrs.  Van  Hook,   .       .      10  00 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  to  redeem 

pledge,  4th  Pres.  Ch.,        .      25  00 

Ffanklin,  Ind.,   for   sup.  of 

Mrs.  Warren,      .       .       .      36  00 

Constantine,  Mich.,  sup.  of 
Lullie  in  Mrs.  Alexander's 
sch.,   25  00 

Burlington,  Iowa,  W.  M.  S. 

of  Pres.  Ch  11  75 

Munson,  111.,  W.  M.  S.,  for  Chi- 
nese Home  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.,  .       .       .       .       8  50 

Ottawa,  Wis.,  W.  M.  S.,  1st 

Pres.  Ch.,  .       .       .       .       6  00 

Goshen,  Ind.,  Children's  Miss. 
Band,  Helping  Hand,  sup. 
of  Effie,  in  Gaboon  Mission,      25  00 

Vinton,  Iowa,  W.  M.  S.,  for 

Miss  M.  Jewett's  salary,     .      25  00 

Chicago,  111.,  W.  M.  S.,  4th 
Pres.  Ch.,  §91  54 ;  a  friend 

Chicago,  October  1,  1876. 


$93  54 

10  00 
21  00 


of  missions,  for  Mountain 
sch.  at  Karalan,  Persia,  ^2, 
Muncie,  Ind.,  sup.  of  sch'p  in 

Ningpo,  China,  . 
Jerseyville,  111.,  W  M  S.,  . 
Mankato,  Minn.,  W.  M.  S.  of 
Pres.   Ch.,  sup.   of  Miss 
Downing,  $2  Cent,  off.,      .      26  00 
Fairfield,  Iowa,  for  debt  of 

Board,  SI  Cent,  off.,   .       .       2  00  , 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  3d  Pres. 
Ch.,  for  Mrs.  Van  Hook, 
S95:    10th  Pres.  Ch.,  for 
Mrs    Van  Hook,  $27:  9th 
Infant  Class,  $5   60  ■  1st 
Pres.  Ch.,  including  gold 
watch  presented  by  Early 
Workers,  S487  50.     .       .    615  00 
Galesburg,  111.,  a  Friend,      .     20  00 
Bloomington,  Ind.,  Young  La- 
dies' Miss  Circle,  for  Mrs. 
Van  Hook,  .      25  00 

Hopewell,  Ind.,  Aus.,  Soc,  .     35  00 
Michigan  Citv.  Ind.,  W.  M.S.,     11  51 
Delafield,  Wis.,  Pres.  Miss.  Bd.       2  35 
Neenah,  Wis.,  Women's  Chris- 
tian Association  of  Pres. 
Ch.,  sup.  of  Sara,  wife  of 
Dea.  Moshee,  ot  Sooldooz, .     45  00 
Chicago,  W.  M.  S.  of  1st  Pres. 

Ch.,  for  Mrs.    salary, 

$151  60;  Youthful  Glean- 
ers of  1st.  Pres.  Ch.,  $19,   .    170  60 
Lake  Forest,  W.  M.  S.,  .       .     26  00 
Waukegan,  111.,  Young  La- 
dies' Miss.  Band,  sup.  of 
boys'  sch.  in  Syria,    .       .     49  50 
Hopewell,  Ind.,  Children  of 
the    Ch.,    for    Mrs.  Van 
Hook's  lamp,     .       .       .       6  00 
Chicago,  111.,  Fullerton  Av. 

Ch.,  W.  M.  S.,    .       .       .     30  00 
El  Paso,  111.,  AV.  M.  S..  for 
sch'p   in   Miss  Downing's 
sch.,  Chefoo,  China,   .       .      11  00 
Detroit,  Mich.,  Bee  Hive  Soc, 
of  Jeff.  Av.  Pres.  Ch.,  to  be 
devoted  to  the  enlarging  of 
Beirfit  Seminary,  Syria,     .    100  00 
Daily  Branch,  Neb.,  Pres.  Ch.,      12  00 

Total,      ....  $1,774  95 
Amount    previously  ac- 
knowledged,  .       .         8,072  89 

$9,847  84 
Mrs.  Jesse  Whiteheab,  Treasurer, 
223  Michigan  Avenue. 


